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THE GUIDO CORNELISSENS COLLECTION

Early medieval coins

From a field in Zeeland to a first-rate numismatic collection

I was born on the 8" of October 1964 into a
farming family, and at a very young age, |
started to wander around our family’s fields.
During these walks, I sometimes happened
upon some old coin. Often, it was an old duit,
a cent, or a centime. Once, in an old chest, |
discovered two 2,5 cent coins, dated to 1881
and 1929 respectively, as well as two silver 5
cent coins from 1859 and 1876. Eventually, |
developed a certain affinity for their
identification, and that was the start of a
collection centred around the Kingdom of the
Netherlands.

The collection gradually grew, until, during
one of my expeditions in the fields, I came
across a maille, struck in Arras in the reign of
Philip of Alsace. I had no idea what it was. I
therefore went to the local library in order to
carry out some research, and found a book
dedicated to the mailles of Flanders.

I rapidly identified the coin that I had found, but after flicking through the book, I realised that there
were far more coins than I had ever imagined, and far older too. I then decided to stop collecting
royal Dutch coinage. As we lived in the region of the Vier Ambachten which historically had been
a part of the county of Flanders, I started to constitute a collection of Flemish coinage.

I dedicated many years to researching Flemish coinage — be it in auction catalogues, numismatic
salons, and exchanges with other numismatists — until I knew the period like the back of my hand.
As my collection was full of rare coins, it became difficult to add to it. During this time, I had also
read extensively about the Early Middle Ages. Having started to delve into the subject, I realised
very quickly that there was a plethora of unstudied types and mints, a challenge that I had never



been confronted with before. Throughout my research and my readings, I discovered that
Merovingian and Carolingian coinage had in fact been struck in the Netherlands and Belgium, the
vast majority of which being exceedingly rare. I had a new goal : I sold my collection of coinage of
the county of Flanders in order to acquire a collection of Merovingian and Carolingian coinage
minted in Belgium, the Netherlands, and their surrounding regions. I also became enamoured with
a particular coinage type, probably minted by the Alamans, known as the “Klepsau type” (after the
discovery place of a famous hoard), which I found exceedingly beautiful.

The study of these early medieval coins raised many intriguing questions. I became friends with
many leading experts in the field of Merovingian and Carolingian numismatics, which led to
extremely enriching exchanges, from which I learnt a lot. Together, we were often able to identify
heretofore unknown mints, and attribute certain coin types which, despite being known for a long
time, had never been tied to the correct mint. For my part, I consider these experiences and the
sharing of knowledge much more valuable than the possesion of the coins themselves. However,
while every single one of them is dear to my heart, each telling a singular story about its rarity, its
quality, or its acquisition, there are some that merit a particular mention. There is of course the
Germanic solidus, discovered in a tomb at Heppignies. Remarkably, a second coin of this same type
minted with the very same die has been excavated at a dig in Gustebin, in the north of Germany,
around 750 kilometres away. After that, there is the series of tremisses of the Klepsau type, as well
as several extremely rare German ones, minted at Trier, Worms, Cologne, and Andernach, among
others. Another exceptional coin is the tremissis with the name of king Chilperic I. Equally striking
is the series of tremisses minted at Dorestad, of which there are a great variety, including an
extremely rare coin struck by mintmaster Rimoaldus.

One of the most ground-breaking discoveries is the attribution of the coinage with an interlace
flower motif to the mint at Saint-Trond rather than that of Maastricht. Further more, the denarii of
Charlemagne minted at Maastricht, as well as Li¢ge and Nijmegen, figure among some of the rarest
coins, just as do the tremisses minted in the region of the Meuse, with again a particular focus on
the Maastricht mint of which I have managed to assemble no less than 16 tremisses ! Finally, I
simply could not go my way without mentioning the imitations of the solidus of Louis the Pious,
Charlemagne’s son and successor, the most impressive of which is indubitably the unique solidus
with the mint name Dorestad written around the portrait.

This is how the collection that is being presented before you today has been put together. While my
passion for collection, research, and discovery remains intact, I have decided to point it towards a
new challenge. I have greatly enjoyed holding these wonderful coins between my hands and
learning their history, and I sincerely hope that the collectors who have the opportunity to acquire
an early medieval coin struck in the Low Countries will experience the same emotion. May they
take away from it as much joy and pleasure as I have felt.

Guido Cornelissens



